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C.     Costs, Benefits and Effectiveness (Continued)

Costs: Since this program began 1n 1965, Congress has appropriated more
than $580 million to support loans to Institutions with an additional $200
million provided through the sale of participation certificates to the
public In 1967 and 1968.

Needs Related to Removal of Physical Barriers: There have not been any
comprehensive studies conducted with regard to the overall reconstruction
and renovation needs in higher education facilities. However, a special
survey was conducted by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES)
in 1979 to assess the costs at colleges and universities of removing
architectural barriers to the handicapped In compliance with Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The surveys Indicated that Institutions
were moving ahead to comply with Section 504 without Federal assistance,
It was also determined that the capital costs required for removal of
architectural barriers at most institutions were small relative to total
college budgets. Over a three-year period ending in June 1980 (deadline
for compliance with Section 504), the estimated cost of removing archi-
tectural barriers represented about three percent of total capital outlays,
and only one third of one percent of the total revenues of all the college
and universities during this period. (E.2.)

D.    Plans for Program Improvement and Recommendations for Legislation:

No new construction loans are planned. Prior to 1982, the unobligated
balance of the loan account was sufficient to cover deficits in the
program's annual operating expenses. In 1982, however, the unobligated
balance of the fund was depleted due to new loan activity. Appropriations
are now required annually to fund operating deficits,

E.    Supporting Studies and Analysis Cited 1n Sections C and F:

1 .    The Demand for Facilities 1n the Postsecondary Sector, 1975 to 1990,
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Colleges and Universities, Final Report, NCES, May 1979*
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F.    Other Supporting Data:
None
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